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The son of an 88 year-old Missis- hospital with severe blunt-force in- who later succumbed to his injuries 


sauga woman is under arrest in con- 
nection with her death this past 
Tuesday - in an incident authorities 
say was a “targeted” killing. 

The incident is the third homicide 
in the region in less than a week, fol- 
lowing the late-night shooting of a 
24 year-old man at a restaurant in 
Mississauga’s city centre on Sep. 1, 
and the early-morning shooting of a 
Brampton man on Aug. 31. 

Authorities were called to a house 
in the Shelby Crescent and Willow- 
bank Trail area Tuesday evening 
around 6:15 p.m. When they arrived, 
the victim, 88 year-old Maria Bi- 
unno, was located and brought to 


juries. She later succumbed to her 
wounds. 

Shortly afterwards, Biunno’s son, 
Antonio Biunno, surrendered himself 
to authorities. Biunno’s death marks 
the 17th homicide victim in the re- 
gion this year, with more than half of 
the total homicides being caused by 
alleged domestic disputes. 

Earlier this week, cops were called 
to Wally’s Family Restaurant, located 
in the Hurontario and Central Park- 
way West area, early Sunday morn- 
ing in response to reports of a 
shooting. 

Upon arriving, cops located a vic- 
tim, Kyle Clouden, of Mississauga, 


at the scene. Police are still looking 
for leads related to the case. 

A similar incident occurred early 
Saturday morning, when officers re- 
sponded to the Hale Road area in 
Brampton around 5 a.m. and located 
a shooting victim, 39 year-old Duane 
Williams, of Brampton, who later 
succumbed to his wounds. 

Residents with any additional 
leads, footage or information regard- 
ing the case are asked to call Peel Po- 
lice’s Homicide and Missing Persons 
Bureau at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
3205. 
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Liberals criticized over Sikh separation by fellow MP 


by Alex Gregory 


A Liberal MP in Bramp- 
ton is under fire regarding 
comments he made to a 
local media outlet on the 
topic of Sikh separation. 

Brampton Centre MP 
Ramesh Sangha made the 
comments, which concern 
his own party’s actions 
appealing to voters who 
want an independent Sikh 
homeland, during a re- 
cent interview with Mis- 
sissauga-based media 
outlet 5AAB last week. 

“There cannot be two 
opinions that the Liberal 
party is pandering to 
Khalistan supporters,” 
said Sangha, referring to 
the proposed independent 
homeland in Punjab, 
India. 

“One thing is for sure,” 
continued Sangha. “When 
we raise this issue, it will 
raise an anti-India slogan 
or demand the division of 
India on some ground. In 


that, ultimately our rela- 
tions, the Canada-India 
relationship will certainly 
develop cracks.” 

Sangha’s comments 
were made as the Liberals 
make their final push into 
the fall season, in advance 
of the Oct. 21 federal elec- 
tion. 

The issue remains a 
thorn in the side of the 
party, having courted con- 
troversy in recent months 
by the Indian government 
for attending community 
events that honored al- 
leged terrorists, and ob- 
jecting to a resolution that 
classified the 1984 mas- 
sacre of Sikhs in India asa 
“genocide”. 

In last week’s interview, 
Sangha stated that he 
blames Sikh-Canadian 
federal ministers and 
other MPs in the party for 
the situation, agreeing 
that the party had a “soft 


corner” for Khalistan sup- 
porters. 

Despite that, he also 
clarifieed his comments, 
stating that Prime Minis- 
ter Justin Trudeau wants 
to keep things the way 
they are in the country. 

“(Trudeau has) said in 
strong words that we 
don’t want a_ divided 
India, we want a united 
India and we will work for 
that. 

Sikh ministers, MPs of 
our Sikh brotherhood, 
these brothers of mine, 
they have their own... 
these are their own views, 
and as long as they de- 
mand it, it is viewed that 
they are separatists. When 
this view surfaces, India 
also voices its hard view.” 

In a statement released 
earlier this week, the Lib- 
eral Party noted that re- 
mains committed to a 
united India. 


“Canada’s position on a 
united India is unwaver- 
ing and we are unanimous 
as a government on this 


issue,” the statement read. 


right to freedom of ex- 
pression and speech and 


they have the right to 
peacefully express their 
views.” 


“T reject your racism,” MPP tells protestor during heated exchange 


by Alex Gregory 


Acommunity festival 
in Mississauga turned 
political this past week- 
end, when an anti-immi- 
gration protestor 
confronted a Brampton 
MPP with anti-Muslim 
remarks. 

The protestor, who was 
later identified as 
Stephen Garvey of the 
National Citizens Al- 
liance of Canada, was 
filmed confronting 
Brampton East NDP MPP 
Gurratan Singh at the 
2019 Muslimfest event, 
hosted at Mississauga’s 
Celebration Square over 
the long weekend. 

In the video, which 
later went viral, Garvey 
can be seen walking up 
to Singh 

“Be true about it. What 
about Sharia? Do you 
support Sharia? Speak 
the truth... what are you 


hiding?” Garvey says, to 
which Singh responded 
with, “We don’t need 
that kind of racism in 
Canada... Ireject your 
racism.” 

The dust-up is not the 
first time that a Sikh 
NDP MPP has been con- 
fronted by a protestor. In 
2017, Jagmeet Singh, 
Gurratan’s brother, came 
to national attention 
when he responded to a 
female protestor’s racist 
remarks during an event 
in 2017 by asking the at- 
tendees to practice “love 
and courage”. 

In a post written after- 
wards, Singh said that 
Jagmeet, the current 
leader of the federal 
NDP, taught him to stand 
up to racism and that the 


* “T will never respond to 
an Islamophobe by stat- 


ing, "Iam not a Muslim". 
Instead, I will always 
stand with my Muslim 
brothers and sisters and 
say hate is wrong,” Singh 
said. 

Organizers with the 
festival said Monday that 
security staff handled 
the “unfortunate” situa- 
tion and Garvey was 
asked to leave the event, 
though he stayed outside 
the perimeter of the 
event until later in the 
evening. 

“We applaud MPP Gur- 
ratan's rejection against 
the racism and hatred,” 
said event organizer Arif 
Zia. “We appreciate his 
inclusive sentiments to 
stand with the Canadian 
Muslim community." 

Garvey, the founder of 
National Citizens Al- 
liance of Canada, was 
charged by police in Cal- 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


>> 


gary last month for cir- 
cumventing spending 
limits in relation to arun 
for federal office in the 
Calgary - Skyview riding 
in 2015, along with for- 
gery charges after he 
provided an elections of- 
ficer with false docu- 
ments. 

In a news conference 
Monday, Jagmeet Singh 
said that he was proud of 
his brother for “respond- 
ing with strength.” 

“Tm really sorry that 
that happened in a com- 
munity where a lot of 
young people were hop- 
ing to be in a safe space,” 
said Singh. “They were 
hoping that at (the festi- 
val), they could celebrate 
who they are, celebrate 
their identity and not 
face that Islamophobia.” 


WWDP MPP Gurratan Singh (left) 
walks away from protestor Stephen 
Garvey (right) during the 2019 Mus- 
limfest, as seen in a screengrab from 
a video uplotided to social media 
this past weekend. 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-838 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 


STAY IN 
TOUCH 


PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 
306 Lakeshore Rd. E., 
Lower Level 
Mississauga, Ontario 
L5G 1G9 


Direct: 905-990-0932 


www.peeldailynews.com 


PUBLISHER 
Peter Whitaker 
publisher @peeldailynews.com 


NEWS/INFO DESK 
newsdesk@peeldailynews.com 


EDITOR’S DESK: 

editor@peeldailynews.com 
features@peeldailynews.com 
sports@peeldailynews.com 


PRODUCTION 
creative@ peeldailynews.com 


PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 
MANAGING EDITOR 
Alex Gregory 


DIGITAL MEDIA/WRITER 
Jonathan Giggs 
Alex Gregory 


SPORTS 
CONTRIBUTORS 
Dave Robinson 
Benedict Rhodes 
Brendan Lang 


BUSINESS/LIFESTYLE EDITOR 
Alex Gregory 


CONTRIBUTORS 
Elizabeth Banfalvi 
Dmytro Basmat 
J. Alex Coulson 
Surjit Singh Flora 
Pat Graham 
Kelsey Lusk 

Marc Patrone 
Heather Raithby 
Catherine Soplet 


PEEL 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 


PDN September 5, 2019 Layout 1 2019-09-05 6:07 AM Page 4 


Sep. 5, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 4 


Demonizing Parties and Politicians 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 
W 


With the federal election only 
a few short weeks away, it’s 
high time we talked about the 
current state of online dis- 
course. 

All I see on social media these 
days is a constant barrage of 
posts knocking everyone and 
everything to do with the sit- 
ting parties and anyone run- 
ning for public office. Fake and 
exaggerated news is 99 per 
cent of it. 

How can you tell? Just take a 
look at the source. If it’s not 
from a bonafide news organi- 
zation, it’s most likely fake. 

If we all can learn to analyze 
these posts and move on to 
sources and publications that 
opt for real news, all the better. 

The above paragraph would 
seem to be the logical thing to 
do, but we don’t live in a logical 
world these days. 

Too many people, both on the 
right and the left, seem to treat 


Facebook, Twitter and other 
social platforms like it’s a new 
sport. 

Until we start to understand 
real information about our po- 
litical parties and those run- 
ning for them, we will continue 
to be on the wrong side of all is- 
sues. 

Oct. 21 is only several weeks 
away, and we all need to assess 
the Liberals’ performance over 
the past four years. 

You decide - are they worthy 
of another term? 

While in an election, the 
other parties will claim their 
platform will change the coun- 
try and make it better, but are 
they doing a good job telling 
you? 

Do your own research and be 
critical. Also, keep your eye on 
the sitting party. 

They will spend the next few 
weeks rolling out brass rings 
for the electorate to grab onto. 

I ask - where were these 
brass rings over the first three 
years? 

The decision as to who gets 
elected will be on the voters to 


determine. My opinion and any 
others should not help make up 
your mind. 

Look at the various platforms 


« 


and the person running the 
party and make your own deci- 
sion. 

Good luck to all of the candi- 


_. 


dates running in the federal 
election. You will help deter- 
mine our future. 


AMO: Municipalities will be impacted by aging millennials 


by Catherine Soplet 


Max Valiquette was halfway 
through his keynote on Mil- 
lennial innovation when he 
noticed the elephant in the 
room for senior leaders at- 
tending last month’s Associa- 
tion of Municipalities of 
Ontario annual conference. 

Valiquette, a Canadian cul- 
ture and media expert, had a 
slide that displayed a family in 
front of a Nantucket-style 
white home with a white 
picket fence, beneath the 
headline: "The Cult of Home 
Ownership Tortures Millenni- 
als Unnecessarily: Experts say 
the astronomical cost of living 
in big cities is burden enough 
without adding the stress of 
buying a home at any cost." 


"What does it mean to mu- 
nicipal leaders, when you 
know that your chief source of 
revenue comes in the form of 
property taxes?" asked Vali- 
quette. In Ontario, balanced 
municipal budgets to deliver 
services that touch residents 
every day where they live are 
managed on 9 cents of each 
tax dollar collected. 

Valiquette noted that houses 
especially in urban centres are 
now much more expensive 
relative to income. While 
home ownership was a 
“Boomer dream“, it is not nec- 
essarily a Millennial value - 
and that the lifecycle to set- 
tling down "into a first mar- 
riage" with a first child (if 


any) takes on average five 
years longer than in prior gen- 
erations. 

That means aging-in Millen- 
nials don't pay property tax in 
the way that municipalities 
have been accustomed to pre- 
dict their revenue. 

They also experience a 
housing crunch for any resi- 
dential option, be it owner- 
ship, condominium, 
co-operative or purpose-built 
rental. None of it is affordable. 

The group of adults aged 22- 
40 years comprise the largest 
cohort of wage earners in the 
economy. Born between 1980 
- 1996, Millennials are charac- 
terized as digital natives who 
have never known a world 


without internet. More than 
95 per cent of them in Canada 
have daily on-line activity - 
more than 95 per cent of them 
have a digital mobile phone. 

Municipalities are being 
subjected to massive societal 
forces which stem from pro- 
found stretching in demo- 
graphic trends where people 
are both living longer, and liv- 
ing longer in place while 
shortened timelines are the 
context of a digital revolution 
which revs up the pace of in- 
novation and alters the drivers 
of local economies. 

"It feels like the world is 
moving very quickly, " said 
Valiquette.. "I think some- 
times for the people in this 
room, it may feel difficult to 
keep up with it all." 

Beneath a slide displaying 
the iconic golden KODAK logo, 
Valiquette continued, "The 
stake are higher than ever be- 
fore. We innovate or we die." 
From its beginnings in 1888 to 
produce photographic images, 
after more than 100 years as 
an industry leader Kodak 
Eastman filed for bankruptcy 
when it failed to adapt its 
business to meet digital com- 
petition. 

"We we are becoming aware 
of the costs of not innovat- 
ing.... Paradoxically, that does 
not mean that as yet we know 
how to get value out of inno- 
vation," Vallequette said. 


Kodak was defeated because 
its failed to innovate to serve 
the needs of the end user. Dig- 
ital cameras became attached 
to digital telephones, and the 
rest was history. 

Municipal leaders can lever- 
age opportunity in times of 
disruption is for them each to 
adopt a mindset that innova- 
tion is action, not reaction - 
that innovation is a habit and 
a process, not an end goal. 

"Innovation and change 
begets ... more innovation and 
change," said Vallequette. 

The example many in the 
audience resonated with was 
the process of Apple iPhone 
releases. where a show of 
hands had 30 per cent owning 
three or more models over the 
past 10 years. 

Valiquette lauded the federal 
government in its creation of 
a National Innovation Strat- 
egy. "Innovation comes from 
anywhere, even from the bot- 
tom up. Innovation occurs 
when we are exposed to oth- 
ers who may not necessarily 
be like us, but we work to- 
gether with a purpose to build 
something." 

The federal government put 
money behind its strategy. The 
challenge to municipal gov- 
ernments is to do likewise. 

The thread connecting each 
generation is - All politics is 
local. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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Leaders gear up as election nears fall countdown 


by Surjit Singh Flora 

Justin Trudeau has disap- 
pointed many Canadians and 
made them angry. 

He should have weathered 
the storm, but his clumsy, 
indecisive, incompetent han- 
dling of the SNC-Lavalin af- 
fair has damaged his 
reputation. 

Assuming neither the Con- 
servatives nor the NDP 
change leaders, I predict that 
Trudeau will whack it over 
the fence even harder than 
Mulroney did in 1984. 

Conservative leader An- 
drew Scheer needs to come 
up with a coherent platform, 
including the environment, 
immigration, dealing with 
China, and the economy. So 
far, it's all empty, but we 
shall see. 

His buddies Ford and Ken- 
ney are already damaging 
the Conservative brand — 
not only in the west, but also 
in Ontario and Quebec. They 
will need to rein it in soon. 

If Scheer releases his full 
platform, aimed at fulfilling 
Canadian needs, and he can 
show some of his qualities 
and what he's capable of, 
Canadians' best choice will 
be positioned towards him. 

Maxime Bernier has plans 
to destroy our universal 
healthcare and immigration 
policy, no doubt. The ques- 
tion is whether he can gain 
enough traction with only 


afew weeks left. 

Then he needs to find 
enough candidates to run in 
the 338 ridings that would 
give him enough opportu- 
nity to win seats away from 
the governing Liberals, Con- 
servative, and the NDP Par- 
ties. 

Talking about Jagmeet 
Singh, he attended demon- 
strations commemorating 
the 1984 Indian government 
sanctioned massacres of 
Sikhs, as 1984 remains one 
of the darkest years in mod- 
ern Indian history. 

As Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi ordered a military 
assault on the most signifi- 
cant religious center for the 
Sikhs, Darbar Sahib (Golden 
Temple) in Amritsar, Punjab. 
The attack killed thousands 
of civilians. 

On Oct. 31, 1984, Mrs. 
Gandhi was assassinated by 
two of her Sikh bodyguards. 
Her assassination triggered 
genocidal killings around the 
country. 

Frenzied mobs of young 
Hindu thugs, thirsting for re- 
venge, burned Sikh-owned 
stores to the ground, 
dragged Sikhs out of their 
homes, cars and trains, then 
clubbed them to death or set 
them aflame before raging 
off in search of other vic- 
tims. 

Because of that, many sup- 


porters of the Khalistan 
movement are asking for 
justice, but that does not 
make Singh a supporter of 
the Khalistan movement. 

Many Canadians are Sikh, 
and many of them have fam- 
ily and friends who were vic- 
tims of that disgusting 
state-sanctioned campaign 
of terror. Ergo, it is perfectly 
appropriate and commend- 
able for a Canadian politi- 
cian to raise awareness on 
the issue. 

Also, his refusal to be 
pushed by Terry Milewski 
into condemning the likely 
mastermind behind the Air 
India bombing was because 
he found the premise of the 
question problematic (mean- 
ing that because he is a prac- 
ticing Sikh politician, with a 
turban on his head anda 
long beard on his charming 
face, he should have to an- 
swer for a terrorist attack 
that occurred when he was 
six years old). 

Beside all this, one reason 
we got behind Jack Layton 
was that everyone knew 
where he stood, and we also 
knew that he had a healthy 
dose of pragmatism. A lot of 
Canadians lean to the left 
and want more progressive 
policies. We want to be more 
like Europe and less like the 
United States. 

Mulcair and Singh are 


pretty much cut from a very 
similar cloth. Mulcair was a 
fair leader, but the last thing 
we want is to elect the NDP 
and have them govern like 
the Liberals or, even worse, 
the Conservatives. 

That's mostly what hap- 
pened when the NDP was 
elected in Ontario in 1990. 
Who knew their first big pol- 
icy change was to force a 
public sector strike? 

We don't choose the NDP 
because we think they will, 
ironically, be anti-union. 

Frankly, it's too early to 
tell. As a centrist voter, I 
don't give a second look to 
the NDP, let alone a first 
look. 

However, I must admit 
that Mr. Singh has attracted 
my attention. His plans, for 
example, for restructuring 
the way it delivers Old Age 
Security, makes sense. At 
least it does at first glance — 
the details are a little vague 
still. 

How would he be as PM? 
We don't know. I say a lot of 
the same stuff about Mr. 
Singh that I was saying 
about Mr. Trudeau when he 
first ran: Even Conserva- 
tives' ran highly effective ad 
saying that Justin Trudeau is 
"just not ready" to be prime 
minister. 

I think they were right. 
Trudeau proved to be little 
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more than a flashy image. 
Does he have the depth to do 
the job? What is his eco- 
nomic policy? Does he have 
an actual plan or he riding 
on a simple "I'm for this and 
against that"? Wants to de- 
stroy Canada by making ita 
"post-nation-state" and 
allow hundreds of thousands 
of foreigners to invade 
Canada? 

With his constant attacks 
on our energy industry? His 
lack of action on illegal im- 
migrants? His policies to 
stop pipelines that would 
bring billions of dollars to 
Canada? 

While stopping pipelines 
in Canada, he gave $500 mil- 
lion in taxpayer dollars for 
an Asian pipeline. He made 
terrorists multi-millionaires. 
He brought in 35,000-plus 
unvetted "refugees". Before 
the election, they will hope- 
fully become Canadian citi- 
zens, and hopefully, they will 
vote for their "savior", the 
Trudeau Liberals. 

I am not a big fan of 
Trudeau on a personal level. 
He seems to have coasted by 
in life with no goals, no hard 
work. 

He won the Liberal and the 
2015 election on his father's 
name and his good looks. 
The media fawns over him 
constantly, ignoring real is- 
sues, and advocates for his 


telegenic images or quotable 
quips. 

He convinced people of his 
progressiveness with vague 
promises and _ haughty 
proclamations of his own 
virtue. Even his smug face 
and voice irk me while Singh 
suffers less from these 
shortcomings. 

The NDP has little chance 
of forming a national gov- 
ernment regardless of who is 
leading it. 

Had they won under Mul- 
cair, they might have had a 
chance of displacing the Lib- 
erals, but they did not. The 
party has internal issues and 
lacks a coherent vision going 
forward. 

However, stranger things 
have happened, and there 
remains a tiny possibility 
that they could win a minor- 
ity. How long they could 
keep it is another story. 

Singh's maiden speech in 
the House was on affordable 
housing, and he would most 
likely work to develop a na- 
tional housing strategy. 

The rest of the world does- 
n't have to worry. The NDP 
is pro-trade as they unionize 
their base workers. The NDP 
isn't anti-American in the 
least. 

And so, we wait, for the 
writ to drop. 

Then it's off to the races. 
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Beleagured Brampton GO adds more trips 


by Alex Gregory 


ia s| & ng 

5 conference at the 

jpton Downtown GO on 
2019. (Submitted 


GETTING ONTARIO MOVING 


POUR UN ONTARIO EN 
MOUVEMENT 


Ontario Y) 


The next salvo in the 
province’s plan to boost 
transit landed squarely in 
Brampton last week, as 
local ministers unveiled 
plans to boost the Kitch- 
ener GO line. 

Associate transportation 
minister Kinga Surma was 
on-hand with local MPPs 
and Metrolinx CEO Phil 
Verster last Thursday to re- 
veal plans for increased 
two-way service across the 
GO line, which’ runs 
straight through the city 
core. 

"The introduction of 
hourly two-way evening 
weekday service between 
Brampton and Toronto is 
major step forward in our 
GO Rail Expansion pro- 
gram,” said Surma, who ex- 
plained that the province 
will be adding 50 addi- 
tional trips along the 
Kitchener line each week. 

The announcement fol- 
lows months of back-and- 
forth discussions between 
the city and the province 


province to pledge to ad- 
dress the situation by 
adding more cars and 
peak- hour trips. 

The additional trips are 
aimed at adding more con 
nections with major com- 
munities, said Surma, who 
explained that late-night 
weekday service will be ex- 
tended to Kitchener GO. 

Among other additions, 
the normal 6 p.m. Kitch- 
ener-Union Station train 
will run express to Bra- 
malea GO before continu- 
ing to Kitchener GO, while 
a new 5:45 p.m. trip will 
make all stops from Union 
to Bramalea GO. 

Brampton South MPP 
Prabmeet Sarkaria_ said 
that the additional trips 
will be welcome news to 
local resi- dents and busi- 
nesses, not- ing that “these 
new trains will help con- 
nect people and businesses 
so our com- munities can 
grow and thrive." 

In a statement, Metrolinx 
CEO Phil Verster said that 


and that is giving more 
reasons to choose transit. 
The province also an- 
nounced yesterday that it 
will be adding’ wi-fi 
hotspots across 1,475 GO 
trains and buses, beginning 
next year. 

In a release, Metrolinx 
said that it has signed an 
agreement with Icomera 
Canada Inc. for the addi- 
tional infrastructure and 
equipment. 

"We know our customers 
want to stay connected to 
make the most of their 
journey while traveling 
with us," Mark Childs, 
Metrolinx’s chief market- 
ing officer, said Wednes- 
day. 

"This is another exciting 
and important delivery for 
our customers." 

The planned wi-fi net- 
work will include Internet 
access and free entertain- 
ment content delivered 
through a central portal. 

The full rollout is sched- 
uled to be complete by the 
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over the alleviation of jam- 
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| packed trains at rush hour, 
* which prompted the Rail Expansion Program, 


the additional trips tie into end of next year. 


the expansion of the GO 


Peel constable charg 
with multiple offences 


A Peel Police constable 
has been charged with 
multiple offences in rela- 
tion to a pair of incidents 
that occurred in late 
2018. The charges were 
laid in connection with 
incidents that happened 
on Dec. 9 and Dec. 20, 
2018. 

Constanble Stephen 
Dudzinski was on-duty 
on Dec. 9 when he was 
approached by a supervi- 
sor and had a verbal con- 
fronta- tion, which 
escalated into as- sault 
with a weapon. Media re- 
ports later indi- cated 
that the incident was mo- 
tivated by Peel Police Ser- 
geant John Rocha, who 
confronted Dudzinski. 

Dudzinski report- edly 
hit Rocha in the nose 
after taking a breatha- 
lyzer test, according to 
reports. 

Following the incident, 
Dudzinski was later off- 
duty on Dec. 20 when he 


attended a car dealership 
in Missis- sauga and 
caused a distur- bance, 
along with damaging 
property. 

Dudzinski was later 
charged with mischief, 
caus- ing disturbance and 
assault with a weapon in 
relation to the two inci- 
dents. He was re- leased 
on recognizance and will 
appear in Brampton 
court on Sep. 30 to an- 
swer to the charges. 

In a statement, acting 
Chief Ingrid Berkley 
Brown said that Dudzin- 
ski’s actions both on- and 
off-duty are serious and 
will be investigated as 
such. 

“Our members are and 
will be held accountable 
for their actions to main- 
tain the trust we have es- 
tablished with our 
community”, said Berke- 
ley- Brown. 


with new initiative 


by Catherine Soplet 


Last month, a Brampton community 
group geared up for a new initiative that 
aims to reshape the way residents look at 
their neighbourhoods. 

Brampton Neighbourhood Watch will 
be hosting a series of walks throughout 
the city as part of the “Nurturing Neigh- 
bourhoods Program”, which runs through 
the end of this year. The project was 
spearheaded by pilot project funding that 
was approved by Brampton council, fol- 
lowing a staff report requested by Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 

“Everyone on our board understands 
the opportunity and responsibility that 
the city’s investment provides,” said 
Nicole Cedrone, one of the directors and 
founding captain for Neighbourhood 
Watch Brampton, who are represented on 
the city’s Safety Advisory Council. 

At the Safety Council, the expansion 
project liaises with Brampton's Emer- 
gency Manager, and updates progress reg- 
ularly with residents, community agency 
stakeholders, city staff, Peel Regional Po- 
lice and elected Councillors. 

Program Manager Fazal Khan, who also 
works with local online media outlet 
Brampton Focus, said that the project ties 
the benefit of city investments to coincide 
with the new Sustainable Neighbourhood 
Action Plan (SNAP) audits, which are 
being conducted by the city's first-ever 
Community Planner. 

"Brampton Neighbourhood Watch will 


help extend the reach and enable resi- 
dents to more comfortably open up to the 
city about their community views," said 
Khan. "When the neighbourhoods get to- 
gether, we can build a better city to- 
gether." 

The new Community Planner position 
was created to promote Brampton's 2040 
Vision, Living The Mosaic, which intro- 
duced the notion of "Nurturing Neigh- 
bourhoods." 

"It's the residents who are experts in 
their community, " said Noel Cubaccub, 
Community Planner. "They can tell us 
what's awesome in the neighbourhood, 
and what needs to change." 

Walk-about community events reduce 
barriers to get information, when city 
staff bring guided tours and workshops to 
meet people where they live instead of ex- 
pecting busy residents to hike to meetings 


ed Community group “nurtures neighbourhoods” 


held at City Hall. 

Last month, the Trinity Commons com- 
munity audit held a surprise for long-time 
resident Kim, who relived her childhood 
experience during the event. "I rediscov- 
ered that Brampton's trail system can get 
us down to Lake Ontario, |" she said. 

More community walks are scheduled, 
beginning this Saturday (Sep. 7) in 
Brampton's Knightbridge neighbourhood 
with Brown, City Councillor Charmaine 
Williams and Regional Councillor Pat For- 
tini. The walk begins at 9:30 a.m. at 
Knightsbridge Seniors Centre (1A 
Knightsbridge Road). The event is free - 
to register, visit bramalea- 
snap.eventbrite.ca. 

Additional events will take place in 
Ebenezer East/West and Northwood Park 
later this year - for more information, 
visit brampton.ca/neighbourhoods . 
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Thompson talks municipalities at AMO 


by Catherine Soplet 


Peel Weekly News sat 
down last month with 
Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson during the 
final day of the 2019 An- 
nual conference of the 
Association of Munici- 
palities of Ontario 
(AMO). AMO advocates 
for, and provides leader- 
ship to, 444 municipali- 
ties across Ontario. 

Mayor Thompson is 
Peel Region's represen- 
tative on the AMO Board 
and is the Chair of the 
Rural Ontario Municipal 
Association (ROMA), ad- 
vocating for and provid- 
ing leadership to, the 
needs of rural towns 


throughout the 
province. 
PWN: What is your 


lead takeaway from this 
year's conference? 
Thompson: In _ this 
conference, the provin- 
cial government began 
to understand this: Mu- 


nicipalities matter. 

Since I first started at- 
tending AMO confer- 
ences as a Councillor in 
2003, this has been the 
best one. 

I have a real sense of 
optimism that we are 
getting somewhere, be- 
cause the government 
has listened well enough 
to press "pause" and to 
know that they need to 
work with us, because 
we have the voice of the 
people. 

As Mayor, I touch peo- 
ple every day. At the gas 
pump, I will speak with 
a resident who feels em- 
powered to know he has 
his Mayor's ear. And it's 
not just me - our Coun- 
cillors feel the same 
way. 

There was a lot of en- 
ergy during the "Bear 
Pit" session on the sec- 
ond day of the AMO 
Conference. All of the 23 


Ministries which have 

impact on the munici- 

palities were on stage. 
There were 32 ques- 


tions asked and an- 
swered inside 75 min- 
utes. 


Fraudster nabbed after police 


Investigation 

A Toronto resident is 
under arrest in connec- 
tion with a series of 
frauds that took place 
over the past nine 
months, police reported 
late last month. 

12 Division’s Criminal 
Investigation Bureau re- 
ported the arrest, linked 
to a series of frauds 
throughout Mississauga. 

The first incident hap- 
pened on Nov. 4, 2018, 
when the suspect per- 
suaded a 70 year-old 
Brampton man to give 
him two cell phones and 
a laptop under the guise 
of completing a home se- 
curity system installa- 
tion. 

Several months later, 
the suspect persuaded 
64 year-old woman from 
Toronto, who he met ata 
bingo hall in Missis- 
sauga, to pay a partial 
deposit for the purchase 
of a used vehicle the sus- 
pect owned. The victim 
was unable to receive the 


vehicle or her money 
back. 

On July 9, the suspect 
persuaded a 33 year-old 
woman to buy him two 
cellphones, under the 
guise of unlocking them 
for her. One day later, 
the suspect met a 64 
year-old woman and also 
persuaded her to pur- 
chase a cellphone for the 
purpose of unlocking it. 
Both victims were un- 
able to get their phones 
or money back. 

On Aug. 24, 50 year-old 
Thomas Henry Ogden, of 
Toronto, was arrested 
and charged with multi- 
ple offences, including 
failure to comply, fraud 
and breaching a proba- 
tion order. Ogden made 
an appearance in Bramp- 
ton court on Aug. 25. 

Residents who have 
any additional informa- 
tion regarding the case 
are asked to call Peel Po- 
lice at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 1233. 


Province boosts reduction strategy with fed funds 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


More than $50 million is 
being pledged to beef up the 
province’s fight against gun 
violence, a minister revealed 
last month in Brampton. 

Minister of Border Security 
and Organized Crime Reduc- 
tion Bill Blair was on-hand at 
Peel Police’s headquarters on 
Aug. 26 to reveal the funding, 
which is being contributed by 
the federal government and 


will go toward’s the province’s 
gun, gang, and violence reduc- 
tions strategy. 

"This is significant new 
funding and will focus on pre- 
vention, intervention, enforce- 
ment, and __ prosecution 
concerning gun and gang vio- 
lence in communities," said 
Blair, who was joined by other 
provincial ministers and re- 
gional representatives. 


The province will use the 
funding to stop and address 
criminal activity before it 
starts and to provide exit 
strategies to youth already in- 
volved in the gun activity, said 
Blair. 

"Nobody should have to live 
in fear, and we will also con- 
tinue supporting local com- 
munity groups to provide 
at-risk youth with opportuni- 


ties to live meaningful lives 
while rejecting a life of crime," 
Blair explained. 

The announcement comes 
several months after politi- 
cians in Brampton urged the 
government to take regional 
approach when tackling gun 
and gang violence in the city. 
This past summer, Brampton 
councillors approved 
$300,000 in the city's 2019 
Budget for Community Safety 
Projects, including recent allo- 
cations to expand Neighbor- 
hood Watch Brampton across 
the City. 

The $54 million in funding 
is an addition to the $11 mil- 
lion over two years announced 
in March, bringing the total 
investment over the five-year 
initiative to $65 million. 

The support will help the 
province continue its work on 
the reduction strategy and 
continue to deliver province- 
wide initiatives focusing on 
the prevention, intervention, 
enforcement, and prosecution 
of gun and gang violence in 
communities. 

The funding received from 
the federal government will 
also specifically target initia- 


tives that stop and address vi- 
olent criminal activity before 
it starts and provides exit 
strategies for youth already 
involved in gang activity. 

The city anticipates working 
closely with Peel Police to put 
forward public safety projects 
as the Province establishes a 
GTA/Greater Golden Horse- 
shoe (GGH) Gun and Gang 
Fund, focused on supporting 
community safety projects 
and partnerships in the GTA 
and Greater Golden Horse- 
shoe. The City anticipates re- 
ceiving further details on the 
application process and put- 
ting forward respective appli- 
cations for this funding. 

“Being a safe city is a core 
priority of this council's prior- 
ities, and we have long advo- 
cated that the guns and gang's 
problem is not exclusive to 
Toronto and Ottawa,” said 
Mayor Patrick Brown, who 
was present at the announce- 
ment. 

“We have been fighting for 
Brampton's fair share of fund- 
ing and appreciate that fol- 
lowing meeting with Bill Blair 
and Sylvia Jones, Brampton 
will receive this important 


funding to fight guns and 
gangs in our City. We will con- 
tinue to focus on providing the 
necessary resources to keep 
Brampton a safe city to live, 
work, and play." 

Brown’s sentiments were 
echoed by provincial attorney 
general Doug Downey, who 
said that Ontario is standing 
up for law-abiding citizens by 
expanding its fight against 
gun violence and the gangs 
who prey on young people and 
communities. 

“Our government is com- 
mitted to taking action where 
it is needed most to disrupt 
the drug, gun, and human 
trafficking that is fuelling 
gang operations across the 
Province and threatening the 
safety of families and neigh- 
borhoods," Downey _ said 
durinng the announcement. 

Several MPs were also pres- 
ent at the announcement, in- 
cluding Ruby Sahota 
(Brampton North), Sonia 
Sidhu (Brampton South), 
Kamal Khera (Brampton 
West), Omar Alghabra (Mis- 
sissauga Centre) and Iqra 
Khalid (Mississauga - Erin 
Mills). 
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BUSINESS 


Barbeito up as Walmart Canada’s new CEO 


Walmart Canada an- 
nounced late last month that 
Horacio (Haio) Barbeito has 
taken on the role of presi- 
dent and CEO with the cor- 
poration, effective as of next 
month. 

The brick-and-mortar re- 
tailer, whose corporate head 
office is located in Meadow- 
vale, made the announce- 
ment on Aug. 26, explaining 
that Barbeito, a 25-year vet- 
eran of the company, takes 
the job after a series of lead- 
ership roles held in other 
parts of the retailer 
throughout the world. 

"We're pleased that Haio's 
next role will be leading 
Walmart Canada, where the 
team will benefit from his 
engaging approach and 
breadth of experience," said 
Walmart’s regional CEO for 
Asia and Canada, Dirk Van 


den Berghe. "During his 
time in Argentina and Chile, 
Haio has led the business to 
consistently deliver strong 
performance while at the 
same time focusing on peo- 
ple through digital talent ac- 
quisition, talent 
development, and diversity 
and inclusion - resulting in 
increased engagement 
across the business." 
Having started at the com- 
pany as a trainee buyer and 
moved up through various 
supply chain and store oper- 
ation roles, Barbeito has 
held a variety of positions at 
the company, including 
being elected as CEO of Wal- 
mart Argentina in 2012 and 
Argentina and Chile in 2015. 
"I'm very excited by the 
opportunity to lead the Wal- 
mart Canada team," Bar- 
beito said in a statement. 


"We will continue to work to 
drive the growth and inno- 
vation our Canadian cus- 
tomers expect." 

The company also an- 
nounced that Lee Tappen- 
den, the current CEO and 
president of Walmart 
Canada, would be leaving at 
the end of the year, capping 
off a 23-year career with the 
corporation. 

Tappenden will work with 
Barbeito through October 
and will then take on a 
global role as part of the In- 
ternational Support Team 
focusing on global sourcing 
and supplier leverage until 
his departure on Jan. 31, 
2020. 

"Lee is a servant leader 
with a strong connection to 
associates, customers and 
our communities," said Van 
den Berghe. "He drove im- 


provements in both associ- 
ate engagement scores and 
customer satisfaction met- 
rics. Lee's passion for ele- 
vating charitable causes, 
such as Children's Miracle 
Network and Walmart's 
Fight Hunger. Spark Change 
campaigns, and his energy 
will be missed." 

Walmart Canada, which 
operates its corporate head 
offices on Argentia Road, 
employs more than 85,000 
associates across 400 stores 
throughout Canada. In a re- 
cent statement by the com- 
pany, it estimated that over 
750,000 customers visit one 
of their stores each day, 
along with 75,000 cus- 
tomers to its online site, 
Walmart.ca. The corpora- 
tion is one of the country’s 
largest employers. 


Horacio Barbeito, as seen in an 
undated photo. (Submitted) 


New route extension bridges Brampton and Caledon 


It just got a bit easier to 
get around town. 

Representatives from 
Brampton Transit and the 
Town of Caledon were on- 
hand last week to mark 
the launch of a new route 
extension that will make 
it easier for commuters to 
get between the two mu- 
nicipalities. 

The new Route 81 - 
Mayfield West extension, 
which officially began 
regular service on Tues- 
day, will see the current 
transit line add 11 new 
bus stops along Kennedy 
Road, with service run- 
ning during peak com- 
muter hours (Monday to 
Friday, 6 - 9 a.m. and 3 - 
6 p.m.). 

Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson and Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown 
were on-hand, along with 
Regional Councillor Jo- 
hanna Downey and repre- 
sentatives from Brampton 


Transit, to inaugurate the 
launch of the the new 
transit line. 

“Public transit in Cale- 
don is something that 
we’ve been working to- 
wards, and it’s now here,” 
Thompson said last week. 

“Not only will it help al- 
leviate traffic congestion 
and is also good for the 
environment. Expansion 
of services and routes will 
be based on results of this 
first phase which means 
that transit will continue 
to be a priority for the 
Town.” 

The Town has grappled 
for several months with 
increasing transit fre- 
quency for commuters 
living in the local area, 
with a planned cancella- 
tion of a GO Bus line that 
services routes running to 
and from Bolton being 
narrowly averted at the 
last minute. 

The new Route 81 tran- 


sit line is one of several 
initiatives the Town is 
pursuing that are cost-ef- 
fective, environmentally 
sustainable and conven- 
ient for residents as out- 
lined in a recent Transit 
Feasibility Study, repre- 
sentatives from the mu- 
nicipality said earlier this 
year. 

The study was con- 
ducted over a course of 
two years and involved 
extensive surveying, dis- 
cussions and presenta- 
tions with residents, 
partners, agencies and 
regulatory bodies. The 
next phase will introduce 
a transit line in Bolton 
later this year. 

The bus will be operated 
by Brampton Transit, as 
well as fares, schedules 
and timetables. 

For more information 
on the route and current 
schedules, visit 
caledon.ca/transit. 
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Nominations Now Open for Brampton Accessibility Awards 


ong 


Following a_ successful 
launch last year, nominations 
are open for Brampton’s sec- 
ond annual Accessibility 
Awards, which honours local 
residents who have acted as 
an “accessibility champion” or 
demonstrated a commitment 
to inclusion and accessibility 
within the local community. 

The recognition program, 
which started last year to 
great acclaim from local com- 
munity leaders, has honoured 
several community groups 
and advocates, and this year 
promises to be no exception, 
as others will be acknowl- 
edged for their work making 
the city a truly accessibile 
community. 

Last year’s winners in- 
cluded Jennifer Andrade, who 
has helped coach and support 
athletes through the Special 
Olympics Brampton chapter, 
Cristina’s Tortina Shop Inc, a 
cupcaker shop created by 
Mary lIusso who employs indi- 
viduals with disabilities, and 
the Brampton Hockey Midget 
MD Gold Team, who continue 


to raise awareness and sup- 
port people with disabilities 
in sport. 

Eligible nomination recipi- 
ents include a resident of 
Brampton, a community or 
not-for-profit organization 
operating in Brampton, or an 
owner of a business in the 
city. 

Nominations will be based 
on several achievements and 
contributions, including work 
preventing and removing bar- 
riers, accommodating persons 
with disabilities, acting as an 
accessibility ambassador or 
champion, providing employ- 
ment support for persons 
with disabilities and others. 

The deadline for nomina- 
tions is Sep. 20 at 4:30 p.m., 
and the winners will be an- 
nounced during the the De- 
cember meeting of the 
Accessibility Advisory Com- 
mittee at Brampton City Hall. 

For more information and 

to download an application, 
visit brampton.ca/EN/City- 
Hall/Accessibility/Pages/Awa 
rds-Program.aspx. 


Permit program sets dangerous precedent 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Canadian Minister of Immi- 
gration, Refugees and Citizen- 
ship Ahmed Hussein recently 
unveiled a new study-permit 
processing system called the 
Student Direct Stream, through 
which the students of five 
countries, including Pak-istan, 
can have their permits 
processed in as few as 20 days. 

As fellow minister Amarjit 
Singh Sohi said, linternational 
students are contributing to 
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our economy, enhancing our 
people to people ties, and grow- 
ing our academic capital." 

Actually, the facilities pro- 
vided to students from those 
countries, including India and 
China, have now been given to 
Pakistani stu- dents. This 
means that soon, those stu- 
dents could quickly expedite 
their journey to Canada by be- 
coming 'Taliban.' 

This does not mean that the 


Pakistani students are 'Taliban 
terrorists.' The world knows 
that the Taliban is dominant in 
Pakistan, and Pakistan has be- 
come the centrw of interna- 
tional terrorism. 

During his visit to the U.S., 
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan admitted that there were 
still close to 40,000 terrorists 
in Pakistan. 

Under the Fast Track Inter- 
national Student Program, 
Canadian security agencies will 
not be well-aware of the appli- 
cant's background, which has 
opened a new door for Taliban 
terrorists wanting to come to 
Canada. 

This is a poor decision for the 
security of the country. There 
were just under 4,000 Pak- 
istani students with Canadian 
study permits in 2018, accord- 
ing to official Citizenship 
Canada statistics. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan is strug- 
gling with foreign currency and 
debt problems. The rich people 
of Pakistan have largely left the 
country, and now Canada's stu- 
dent visa program will further 
augment Pakistan's foreign 
currency. 

Justin Trudeau's Liberal gov- 
ernment and its ministers say 
these days that the Interna- 
tional Student Program is very 
beneficial to Canada, bringing 
in approximately $14-15 billion 
annually to Canada. Sohi said 
in a recent statement that the 
student visa program could not 
be terminated under any cir- 


cumstances. 

These statements about eco- 
nomic benefits seem to indicate 
that the Government of Canada 
is using this program to make 
dollars. 

In countries including India 
and China, where interna- 
tional students are coming 
under the 'fast track,’ some 
people in those countries can't 
afford to spend this kind of 
money on their children and 
most of them are taking the 
plunge. People are selling land 
and getting loans. 

The messages from the Cana- 
dian government's neglect are 
leaving the country unat- 
tended, and a student visa is 
the easiest way to get 

Canada's approval. Canadian 
educational agencies and their 
commission agents are holding 
seminars abroad, with plenty of 
agents marketing the program 
to prospective applicants. 
There is no shortage of such 
agents in Canada. 

Canada's immigration minis- 
ter says international students 
are coming to Canada to study 
and will return. This is a mis- 
leading statement. Students 
who are heading to Canada 
after finishing Grade 12 are not 
coming back to explore. 

Many of the international 
students who graduate from a 
program in Canada often be- 
come eligible for a post-gradu- 
ation work permit. 

With a Canadian education 
and skilled work experience in 


Canada, former international 
students are well-positioned 
for success in applying for per- 
manent residence through Ex- 
press Entry, the Provincial 
Nominee Program or the At- 
lantic Immigration Pilot." No 
one needs to goes back. 

In 2018, in fact, nearly 
54,000 former students tran- 
sitioned to permanent resi- 
dence, an all-time high. In 
countries like India, there are 
even bribes for passing or get- 
ting the IELTS (Interna- tional 
English Language Teaching 
System), and it has become big 
business. 

The parents of some female 
students make deals to pay all 
of the student’s expenses, in- 
cluding airline fare, admission 
fees, books and living expenses, 
in exchanging for bringing a 
fellow male student over and 
getting them work, via claim- 
ing that they are married. This 
is often done because some 
male students are unable to 
pass the IELTS. 

Even if they get a practical 
authorization of 20 hours per 
week, in most cases the work is 
extremely menial, and the 
going rate begins at $5 per 
hour. 

English media outlets have 
now picked up on how many 
people are using smear money 
and kickbacks to get a job. 

Provincial Nominee  Pro- 
grams (PNPs) and Leadership 
Management Programs (LMIs) 
have also been accused of 


openly trading for peers. 

The kickback deal was once 
rumored to cost $10,000 per 
person, but now the price has 
gone up to $40-50,000. 

Instead, fake private col- 
leges/schools have been 
opened with no formal educa- 
tion system. Students get a visa 
with an excuse and are allowed 
a high fee for attending col- 
leges. It is also surprising that 

Canadian security agencies 
are seemingly asleep at the 
wheel given this widespread 
issue. 

The visa is issued under the 
federal government, while the 
registration of educational in- 
stitutions is with the state gov- 
ernments, so no one is ready to 
take responsibility. 

There is also something 
worth mentioning about 'blind- 
folding.’ Cash-work students 
and their parents who work on 
a 10-year multiple visitor visa 
do not pay income tax. The jobs 
they are making cheaper do not 
even get the minimum wage 
for others, which is causing 
governments to double income 
tax. 

Taxpayers are paying for the 
government services they are 
using. Many private colleges 
and community colleges appear 
to be looting one another. 

It seems that fraud and its 
agents are the biggest benefici- 
aries of Canada's blind interna- 
tional student program. 
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Brampton releases five-year 
emissions management plan 


Brampton is looking ahead 
to make a “cleaner world” 
over the next five years. 

The city announced earlier 
this week that it has offi- 
cially released its 2019-2024 
Energy and Emissions Man- 
agement Plan, which aims 
to achieve a zero carbon 
transition for new and exist- 
ing corporate facilities, with 
three key objectives over the 
next five years: to minimize 
emissions intensity, to min- 
imize energy intensity and 
to maximize cost recovery. 

In accordance with the 
Paris Agreement, the city 
has adopted the provincial 
and federal greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emission reduction 
targets of 30 and 80 per 
cent for 2030 and 2050, re- 
spectively, using a 2010 
baseline. The City has set an 
interim target of 20 per cent 
GHG emissions reduction by 
2024. 

“We make it a priority to 
reduce our carbon footprint 
through projects that are 
geared towards sustainabil- 


ity,” Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown said in a 
statement. “The Energy and 
Emissions Management 
Plan 2019-2024 not only 
aligns with provincial and 
federal emission targets — it 
plants the seedsfor a 
cleaner, greener future for 
our community.” 


~AN 


From 2014 to 2019, the 
City recovered a total of $5.8 
million in costs through en- 
ergy conservation, renew- 
able energy, third-party 
funding, energy procure- 
ment and water rebates. 

In this five-year period, 
the City implemented more 
than 13 renewable energy 


projects at its facilities, and 
performed 50 energy con- 
servation projects. 

“This is an important 
transition that we are ex- 
cited to lead,” the city’s act- 
ing chief administrative 
officer, Al Meneses, said ear- 
lier this week. 


Next generation of Brampton’s 
leaders set to be honoured 


Some of Brampton’s best and 
brightest will be honored dur- 
ing the Top 40 Under 40 event, 
hosted by the Brampton Board 
of Trade, which will take place 
later this month. 

The annual reception, which 
will be hosted on Sep. 19 at Li- 
onhead Golf and Country Club 
will recognize local change- 
makers, leaders, innovators, 
influencers and entrepreneurs 
who have made a demonstra- 
ble impact on the city. 

The list of final nominees in- 
cludes Abena Addo (Aspire 
Higher Basketball), Kate Alat- 
sas (Brampton Library), Kevin 
Allen & Trevor Davis (Top Rock 
Climbing), Christopher Banks 
(Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 15), Manny Bassi (Han- 
son Canada), Arjun Batra 
(Doon School Inc), Satindervir 
Deol (Peel Regional Police), 
Akeem Gardner (Atlas 365 
Consulting), Rushi Ghadawala 
(BR Aerospace Solutions), Ren 
Guidolin (Uniquity), Catherine 
Hale (Sheridan College), 
Shakir Hussein (407 ETR), 
Harry Jhajj (Billyard Insurance 
Group), Holly Johnson (MDA), 
Prabhjot Kainth (Planet One 
Foundation), Tajinder Kaura 
(William Osler Health System), 
Katie Lee (Day & Ross), Jessie 


Mann (Jessie Mann Insurance), 
Ripudaman Minhas _ (St. 
Michael's Hospital), Kiefer 
Nazareth (Social Eats Media & 
BSU), Randy Osei (Rozaay 
Management), Maria Papaso- 
daro (Engineer, Nature's 
Touch), Holly Parkes (Century 
21), April Patterson (City of 
Brampton), Hilary Racher (Dy- 
naCare), Marilyn Rapheal (TD 
Bank), Katie Rinas (Sheridan 
College), Ian Roopnarine 
(Cobra Swim Club), Paula 
Rosowicz (Maple Lodge 
Farms), Ashwin  Sanzgiri 
(Cross Border Angels), Ariz 
Shafi (Shafi Education), Bran- 
don Sheffield (William Osler 
Health System), Tauseef 
Sheikh (HSBC Bank), Amir So- 
leymani (BMP Metals), Salima 
Tejani (Brampton Multicul- 
tural Centre), Marilyn Verghis 
(William Osler Health System), 
Ashley Wilton & Brandon 
Evans (Heart and Hustle), 
Damali Wright (United Achiev- 
ers), Henok Yeshanew (Lion 
Marketing Agency) and Andrea 
Zackery (DEF Events & Be- 
yond). 

For more information on the 
reception or to purchase tick- 
ets for the event, visit the Top 
40 Under 40 website at 
bramptonbot.com/Top4o. 


BramptonrespondstoLRT Parents’ voices heard in new sex-ed curriculum 
procurement announcement 


In a recent announce- 
ment by Infrastructure 
Ontario (10) and 
Metrolinx, Mobilinx was 
selected as the preferred 


proponent to _ design, 
build, finance, operate 
and maintain the 


Hurontario Light Rail 
Transit (HuLRT). 

The City of Brampton 
said earlier this week that 
it has been working with 
Metrolinx and the City of 
Mississauga on the imple- 
mentation of the 
Hurontario LRT from Port 
Credit GO to Steeles Av- 
enue, near the Brampton 
Gateway Terminal. 

The Hurontario LRT will 
be an integral part of the 
regional transportation 
network and will provide 
residents and businesses 
in Brampton and the 
Greater Toronto and 
Hamilton Area with fast, 
reliable, convenient and 
integrated transit, the city 
said in the statement. 


Efficient transit is one of 
the City’s key priorities as 
defined by resi- dents, 
said Mayor Patrick Brown. 

“We are happy to see 
this project move ahead 
and we continue to ex- 
plore all the possibilities 
for Phase 2 that will bring 
a tunnelled LRT to Down- 
town Brampton GO.” 

Staff are continuing to 
work on the second phase 
to bring LRT on Main 
Street to the Downtown 
Brampton GO station. 

Earlier this year, 
Metrolinx announced 
changes to the project and 
included provisions in the 
amended contract to 
adapt to future changes, 
including a potential ex- 
tension into Brampton. 

The changes allowed for 
a future LRT extension 
north of Steeles Avenue to 
the Brampton GO station, 
which will be subject to 
further study and ap- 
provals. 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


In 2015, the Wynne Liberal 
Government of Ontario uni- 
laterally implemented a radi- 
cal 'sex curriculum,’ which 
was vehemently opposed by 
parents. 

The parents reasoned that 
before this kind of 'sex cur- 
riculum' was applied, they 
should be allowed to give an 
opinion. 

There were several signifi- 
cant objections from parents 
to the Liberals' sex curricu- 
lum. The first was that it was 
not age-appropriate, and sec- 
ondly, it was a source of 'in- 
doctrination' in the name of 
sex education. 

The parents demanded that 
both these objections re- 
moved and that the parents 
should have the right to ex- 
empt children from some of 
the new curriculum. 

The situation was becoming 
something in which the sex 
curriculum was beginning to 
outperform traditional funda- 
mental education, and, behind 
this, the 'indoctrination' of 
the children's wellbeing was 
working. 

All of Canada's provinces 
suffer from this, and it is be- 
coming more and more fright- 
ening. 

Governments, educational 


structures, human _ rights 
commissions, and the media 
are increasingly dominating 
those who are using the edu- 
cational infrastructure for 
their "pageant" returns. 

Things have become so 
much worse than before, as it 
is becoming increasingly 
stubborn even to scribble, 
talk, and discuss the matter. 

Now, the Ontario govern- 
ment has released the new 
sexed curriculum, which in- 
cludes details of when and 
what students will be taught. 

The curriculum was _ re- 
vealed after an interval edu- 
cation sketch, supported on 
1998 materials, was put in- 
stead after the 2015 frame- 
work from the prior Liberal 
regulation was annulled. 

The Tories have fragmented 
the modernized course, which 
addressed sexting and same- 
sex relationships, among 
other contentious topics. In 
some circumstances, those 
topics may be taught when 
students are older. 

The curriculum will also 
hold teachings on marijuana 
and concussions. 

The Ministry of Education 
says the new 320-page Health 
and Physical Education Cur- 
riculum focuses on various 


topics, including mental 
health, sexual health, and 
consent. 


A new item called 'Impact 
and Consequences of Vaping' 
also examines the effects and 
risks of substance use, includ- 
ing cannabis and vaping, 
which was required in Canada 
due to the legalization of the 
method. 

According to the informa- 
tion available, some steps 


have been taken to "age-ad- 
just" the new sex curriculum. 

For example, 'Gender Iden- 
tity,' which was taught in the 
Liberals' curriculum in sixth 


grade, will now be taught in 
eighth grade. Some headings 
have also been changed. 

Changes have been made 
from grades 1 through grade 
8, which parents and experts 
consider to be the main age 
range that sex education 
should be taught within. At 
the same time, parents' right 
to opt-out has been granted, 
and education boards have 
been asked to set aside funds 
for setting an opt-out policy. 

The new curriculum will 
went into effect at the start of 
the 2019 school year. 
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Steelheads to host tailgate event prior to home opener 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads will open their 
2019-20 campaign on 
home ice later this 
month, when they play 
host to the Niagara Ice- 
Dogs on Friday, Sep. 20 
at 7 p.m. 

The team went 3-3-0- 
O against the IceDogs 
last season, including a 
2-1-0-0 record at the 
Paramount Fine Foods 
Centre. 

The Steelheads will be 
looking to build off their 
second half run that saw 
the team finish fifth in 
the Eastern Conference 
just a year ago. 

Players returning this 
season include three 
2019 NHL draft picks; 
Thomas Harley, Cole 
Schwindt and Keean 
Washkurak, and a vet- 
eran returning group in- 
cluding Liam Ham, Nick 
Isaacson and Nicholas 
Canade. 

The team will also fea- 
ture some new faces in 
the line-up, including 
2019 first round picks 
Ethan Del Mastro (OHL 
Priority Selection) and 


Ole Bjorgvik-Holm (CHL 
Import Draft), off-sea- 
son acquisitions Hayden 
Davis and Kai Edmonds. 

Rounding out the cur- 
rent roster are rookies 
Michael Stubbs, Max 
Dodig, Luca DelBelBel- 
luz, Craig Spence, Chas 
Sharpe, and Justin Di- 
lauro. 

Fans will have more to 
look forward to than 
just on-ice action on 
Sep. 20 as the hockey 
club looks to celebrate 
the start of the season 
with pre-game festivi- 
ties outside the Para- 
mount Fine Foods 
Centre. 

The Steelheads tailgat- 
ing experience, set up 
just outside the main 
gates, will provide an 
assortment of entertain- 
ment and menu options 
for fans of all ages. 

Country singer Paige 
Rutledge will kick things 
off with live music start- 
ing at 5:30 p.m., while 
Sauga 960AM’s Mike 
Richards and Dave 
Bastille will preview the 
season ahead for the 


fish with a remote ac- 
cess broadcast, and 
Paramount Fine Foods 
will have barbecues run- 
ning with $5 food and 
$6 beer menu. 

There will be a num- 
ber of games and activi- 
ties for kids, including 
an interactive shooting 
contest where they can 
test their skills shooting 
on Sauga and be entered 
for a chance to win a 
team signed jersey. 

The Home Opener is 
also a Winning Night 
matchup, meaning that 
if the Steelheads win, 
those in attendance can 
redeem their tickets at 
the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre box office 
for a free ticket to the 
game on Nov. 1. 

The Home Opener is 
also part of the Marquee 
Matchup Package, a new 
package that features 
four premium games for 
the price of three. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, 
call the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre Box Office 
at (905) 502-9100. 


PWN File Photo 


Quest for the Struthers Cup begins 
this weekend 


The championship se- 
ries of the North Dufferin 
Baseball League begins 
this weekend between 
the Bolton Brewers and 
the New Lowell Knights. 

The best of seven se- 
ries, playing on weekends 
only, starts Saturday with 
a 12 p.m. game in Lisle. 
Game 2 is Sunday in New 
Lowell at 1 p.m. 

The schedule continues 
with Sep. 14 in Bolton, 
Sep. 15 in New Lowell, 
Sep. 21 in Bolton, Sep. 22 
in New Lowell and Sep. 
28 in Bolton. 

Bolton home games 
start at 2 p.m. while New 


Lowell home games begin 
at 1p.m. 

The Brewers finished 
the regular season in first 
place with a 20-5 record 
and defeated the 
Creemore Braves and 


Clearview Orioles en 


route to the finals. 

New Lowell had a 19-5- 
1 record and ended in 
third place. They dis- 
patched the Midland 
Mariners and Ivy Leafs to 
make the finals. 


Tennis coach promotes value of 
local sports in south Mississauga 


As a professional tennis 
coach of Top Spin - The Win- 
ning Edge, Ravi DeSouza’s ex- 
pertise in promoting 
grass-roots tennis with youths 
and adults has evolved to an 
affiliation with Tennis 
Canada, Professional Tennis 
Registry and the City of Mis- 
sissauga. 

Ravi successfully promotes 
Progressive Tennis within On- 
tario, and played a leading 
role as Mississauga was the 
first pilot to launch the pro- 
gram. 

Top Spin, DeSouza said ina 
recent interview, delivers out- 
standing tennis lessons in 
Mississauga and participants 
of all ages and levels so they 
can reach their highest poten- 
tial. Top Spin helps players 
build confidence both men- 


tally and physically allowing 
them to learn, play and love 
the game more. 

Tennis for the Young at 
Heart, a senior program 
funded by the Ontario govern- 
ment and delivered by Ravi at 
Mohawk Park Tennis Club, 
enables older participants to 
learn and play the sport recre- 
ationally for exercise at their 
own pace. 

After learning the basics 
they returned to continue on 
playing the sport with incred- 
ible patience, encouragement 
and building their self-esteem 
and confidence supporting 
the philosophy that, “You are 
never too old or too young to 
learn, play and love the 
game.” 

Ravi has been coaching and 
inspiring kids, adults and sen- 


iors of all ages to learn and 
play tennis for 28 years. As a 
dedicated coach and mentor 
at Mohawk Park during the 
outdoor season and at Canlan 
Sportsplex during fall/winter 
indoor season in Mississauga, 
as well as in Markham, he is a 
driving force behind positive 
change and innovation. 

DeSouza said his enthusi- 
asm remains as strong and 
committed as ever to his stu- 
dents and to the sport, and in- 
vites new participants to try 
tennis or fine-tune their game 
all year round. 

Registrations are now open 
for the indoor tennis season 
for youths ages 4-11. 

For more information, call 
416-835-SPIN (7746) or email 
rd@topspin.ca. 
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PWN Was There - Hockey Night in Brampton 
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It was an all-star affair at the CAA Centre on Aug. 28, as NHL alumni, current players, dignitaries and community advocates joined together to raise money for William Osler Hospital Foundation during 
the inaugural Hockey Night in Brampton. 

Sean Monahan (Calgary Flames) and Jason Spezza (Toronto Maple Leafs) led two teams of players in an exhibition match to raise much-needed funds for the hospital system, including vital equipment 
and hospital beds. Current and former NHLers participating during the special night included all-stars Doug Gilmour, Jason Spezza, Nik Antropov, Steve Thomas, Al lafrate, Shayne Corson, Malcolm Sub- 
ban, Connor Brown, Andrew Mangiapane, Tyler Graovac, Casey Cizikas, Tyler Randell, Sean Monahan, Brett Ritchie, Nick Ritchie, Scott Wedgewood, and Chris Terry. 


In total, the event $411,000 to benefit the hospitals, with William Osler Health Foundation president and CEO Ken Mayhew on-hand to congratulate the players. 
(Submitted/PWN Staff Photos) 
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by Dr. J. Alex Coulson 


Every day before leaving 
home, I check to make sure 
I have my wallet and my 
phone. Although unlike 
most people, my _ back 
pocket isn’t where it is usu- 
ally stored. 

Did you know that storing 
your phone or wallet in your 
back pocket can be part of 
the cause of your back pain? 

And no, it isn’t because 
your wallet is so full of 
money that it is making 
your back sore. 

Back pain can be caused 
by numerous different 
anatomical structures in the 
body. One of the more com- 
mon causes of back pain is 
from dysfunction of your 
pelvis joint. 

When the pelvis joints 
don’t have optimal motion 
when walking, exercising or 
doing your favourite activi- 
ties, it can cause back pain. 

This back pain comes from 
the muscles and joints being 
in an altered position for a 
prolonged period of time. 

But how does my wallet 
and phone effect my back 
pain? 

When you carry your 
phone/wallet in your back 
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pocket, it can cause an alter- 
ation in how you sit. 

By lifting one side of the 
pelvis, the body reacts and 
makes alterations to your 
posture by adding a curve to 
your spine. This curve 
places more stress on your 
spine. 

You also end up rounding 
your lower back instead of 
sitting upright. The bigger 
your wallet/phone, the more 
lopsided you sit. 

This altered seated pos- 
ture can lead to irritation to 
the sciatic nerve. The sciatic 
nerve gets pinched between 
your wallet/phone and your 
hip bone. 

This squished nerve reacts 
and can send pins and nee- 
dles down your leg and 
cause a lot of pain. 

Along with back pain and 
possible pain down the leg, 
with the altered posture you 
can sometimes have your 
head and neck pulled to one 
side to keep your eyes level 
with the floor. 

To help avoid this back 
pain, remove your wallet 
and phone from your pock- 
ets any time you sit down, 
especially if you are in a 


seated position for a pro- 
longed time. 

If you can’t remove them 
from your pockets com- 
pletely, it is better to carry 
them in your front pockets 
although this can create a 
pinch between your thigh 
and torso. 
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Is Your Wallet a Pain in Your Back? 


You can also try to find a 
minimalist wallet, one with- 
out zippers, buttons and lots 
of storage space. That stor- 
age space just turns into a 
business card and receipt 
collector. 

Give your back a break 
and keep your money in 


your pocket, not the doctors. 
Thanks for reading and stay 
healthy. 

If you have any questions 
about this article or any 
other information you 
would like to have, contact 
myself, Dr. J. Alex Coulson, 
or the Core at 


reception @thinkcore.ca. 


Dr. J. Alex Coulson, DC, 
MsHAPI 

Chiropractor- Core Opti- 
mum Health Centre 

(416) 613-8110 

thinkcore.ca 


VOICE OF COURAGE: 


LANI ELLIOTT 


THE HOPE 
PROJECT 


27 SEPTEMBER 2019 + 12-3PM 
HOCKLEY VALLEY RESORT 
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NEWS LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Leadership grads reconnect at Re-Union party 


by Alex Gregory 


Graduates of a Missis- 
sauga community group 
met to trade stories and 
congratulate each other’s 
accomplishments during 
a special dinner held last 
week, capping off the 
summer season. 

Citizens for the Ad- 
vancement of Commu- 
nity Development 
(CACD), led by founder 
Ron Cunningham, hosted 
the inaugural Re-Union 
Dinner at the Red Lobster 
located in the Mavis and 


Burnhamthorpe Road 
area. 
The organization, 


which was founded in 
2002, offers a series of 
local programs and activ- 
ities to transform the 
lives of youths through- 
out the city, most promi- 
nently in  high-needs 
communities. Ron, along 
with his wife, Sonia, have 
dedicated themselves to 
giving youths the best 


possible start for their 
working lives, via courses 
and programs that pro- 
mote leadership skills, 
connectivity, practical 
thinking and creative so- 
lutions. 

For CACD board mem- 
ber Emily Stanionis, who 
joined the organization 
last year and was a grad- 
uate of the group’s lead- 
ership program, the 
choice to help other 
youths was a no-brainer. 

“T felt it was my calling 
to help children in this 
line of work,” said Stani- 
nonis, who originally 
took part in the program 
in 2011. 

Stories about gun vio- 
lence and calls for com- 
munity safety initiatives 
have taken centre stage 
in the media over the last 
several months, with 
politicians at all levels 
working to bridge the gap 
with local organizations 


and funding to address 
key indicators for crime, 
including a lack of social 
skills and low level of ed- 
ucation, coupled with 
negative peer pressure, 
that entangle youth in 
gangs 

Earlier this year, partic- 
ipants in the organiza- 
tion’s annual general 
meeting stated that, in 
the context of the Ontario 
government's mandated 
Community Safety and 
Well-Being Planning, the 
programs and the results 
of CACD can affordably 
deliver better youth out- 
comes. 

For William, a student 
who joined the leader- 
ship program in 2017, 
having access to a high- 
quality leadership pro- 
gram taught him 
essential life skills - and 
kept him off the streets. 

“Ron gave me direction 
in life, which kept me 


calm and_ collected,” 
William said, noting that 
his success in the pro- 
gram helped him gain 
entry to college and 


spurred him to pursue a 
career as an electrician. 
Others, like Anishba So- 


haio, who was in the 
leadership program in 
2014, said that the people 
she met through CACD 
are lifelong friends, and 
that the program helped 
her pursue a post-sec- 
ondary degree at Ryerson 


University. 

Leadership is important 
in the lives of youth, she 
explained. “It’s not just 
about acting, it’s about 
helping people.” 

For more information, 
visit cacdcanada.org. 


Some of Brampton’s 
youngest residents will 
soon have a new present 
waiting for them. 

Christie Matheson’s 
“Tap the Magic Tree” has 
been selected by Bramp- 
ton Library staff as the 
book to be shared with all 
babies born at Brampton 
Civic Hospital for the A 
Reader is Born initiative, 
with the support of Love 
Child Organics and First 
Book Canada. 

Springdale Branch Li- 
brary’s Baby Storytime 
program was the festive 
scene for launching the 
program late last month. 

Chris Renner, VP Sales 
for Love Child Organics, 
Heather Farquharson, 
Deputy Executive Direc- 
tor of First Book Canada 
and Janice Thompson, 


Regional Team _ Lead, 
Health Sciences Library 
at Brampton Civic Hospi- 
tal all spoke at the event 
and Love Child Organics 
shared food samples. 

Through partnerships 
with leading publishing 
companies, such as Tap 
the Magic Tree, published 
by HarperCollins Canada, 
First Book Canada se- 
cures high-quality titles 
that help to create en- 
riched learning experi- 
ences, transform the lives 
of children in need and 
elevate the quality of ed- 
ucation. 

For more information 
on the First Book Canada 
program, visit 
lovechildorganics.com 
and firstbookcanada.org. 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


September - what a won- 
derful month! 

September is the year’s 
ninth month and the third of 
four months to have a 
length of 30 days. 

It is the month after the 
full heat of the summer and 
it starts to cool down both in 
the day and night. We still 
enjoy the days and nights 
but it is cooler and more en- 
joyable. The CNE and 
Labour Day are over, and 
school has just started. 

September’s birth flower 
is the aster which is a fall- 
blooming herb with daisy- 
like flowers. It is said to 
symbolize love, faith, and 
wisdom. 

It blooms in pink, red, 
white, lilac and mauve. All 
of these varieties will have a 
yellow centre and even 
though the flower resembles 
a daisy it is in actual fact a 
relative of the sunflower. 

The September birthstone 
is the blue sapphire which is 
a highly valuable gemstone. 
It is a form of corundum, 
the second-hardest mineral. 
Commonly ranging in color 
from light to dark blue, a 
sapphire may also be found 
in a form of a rainbow 
of other colors, but red-hued 
corundum is known as 
the ruby. 

This September stone is 
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believed to bring inner 
peace and stave off depres- 
sion. 

The school year starts the 
Tuesday after Labour Day. 
Other levels of schooling 
have different start days but 
the voyage to all the differ- 
ent schools starts at the end 
of August and the packing 
and buying of furniture for 
the out of town students is 
in full speed. What a won- 
derful time of the year. 

The beginning of Autumn 
is Sep. 23. The fruits and 
vegetables of the season 
couldn’t be better. The har- 
vesting of the fields is in full 
action and we see the activ- 
ity any time we are in the 
countryside - the tractors, 
combines, field machinery 
working hard in the fields. 

So many markets are sell- 
ing the fresh produce every- 
where in parking lots, but 
also along the roadways. 

In meditation or spiritual- 
ity, this season is also about 
ending our year - the 
earthly cycle. Now we har- 
vest and prepare for next 
year. 

This is the time we plan 
what type of harvest we 
want for ourselves in the 
new year at this time so 
write down a list. I always 
suggest a scavenger hunt at 
this time of year. 


There are so many things 
of this earth, you can bring 
to your practice and display 
in your space. Collect 
pinecones, leaves, gourds, 
pumpkins, birch bark, chest- 
nuts, seeds, acorns, stones, 
rose hips, twigs, etc. and 
place it in your meditating 
space. 

This is a wonderful time 
to walk in the cool autumn 
air and watch the leaves 
changing colour. Nature 
colours our world here in 
Canada with the bright red, 
yellow and orange of the dif- 
ferent leaves. 

Go for a car trip up north 
to the French River where 
the explorers, Radisson and 
Groseilliers traversed the 
river. It is absolutely beau- 
tiful and so much a part of 
our early history. 

The September Moon’s 
name was called the Full 
Corn Moon because it tradi- 
tionally corresponds with 
the time of harvesting corn. 
It was also called the Barley 
Moon, as this is the time to 
harvest and thresh ripened 
barley. 

Another name is the Har- 
vest Moon, which is the full 
Moon that occurs closest to 
the autumn equinox. 

At the peak of harvest, 
farmers can work late into 
the night by the light of this 


Sep. 5, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | 17 


Health and Wellness - Wonderful September 


Moon. Usually, the full 
Moon rises an average of 50 
minutes later each night, 
but for the few nights 
around the Harvest Moon, 
the Moon seems to rise at 


nearly the same time each 
night, 10 to 20 minutes later 
for much of Canada and Eu- 


rope. 
Corn, pumpkins, squash, 
beans, and wild rice, the 


chief Indian staples are now 
ready for gathering. 

What a wonderful month 
and such wonderful tradi- 
tions. Enjoy! 


New track and field area opens at Humberview 


Get your Peel Weekly News 
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Students at a Caledon 
school will have plenty of 
opportunities to try differ- 
ent sports this year, as a re- 
vamped track and field area 
opened just in time for the 
start of fall. 

The Peel District School 
Board and the Town of Cale- 
don officially opened the re- 
vitalized track and field at 
Humberview Secondary 
School late last month. In 
the works since last year, 
the project included the in- 
stallation of an artificial turf 
field, new walking/running 
track with a synthetic sur- 
face, LED lighting and fenc- 
ing around the sports field. 

Humberview Secondary 
School will have priority ac- 
cess to the revitalized track 
and field during the school 
day for curricular and extra- 
curricular activities. 

The Town of Caledon will 
have the opportunity to rent 
out the field to community 
groups on evenings and 


weekends. 

The project stems from a 
partnership that was made 
last year for the construc- 
tion and operation of the re- 
vitalized track and field at 
the school. Both the Town 
and the school board con- 
tributed $900,000 towards 
the project. 

“It’s exciting projects like 
this that make a big impact 
on the community,” Mayor 
Allan Thompson said last 
year during the announce- 
ment of the project. 

Jaspal Gill, associate direc- 
tor of operational support 
services said that the project 
is part of an initiative to de- 
liver “top-notch” sports fa- 
cilities and programming to 
Peel students. 

“When opportunities like 
these present themselves, 
it’s clear that they are a win- 
win for everyone involved.” 

The field is located at 135 
Kingsview Drive, in Bolton. 
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Brampton walkathon 
set to raise funds 


An upcoming walkathon 
in Brampton will help raise 
money for local and interna- 
tional community groups 
next week. 

The Kingston College Old 
Boys Association (Toronto 
Chapter) will hold its fifth 
annual Fortis 5k 
Walk.Run.Pledge walkathon 
on Saturday, Sep. 14 at Chin- 
guacousy Park (9050 Bra- 
malea Road), from 9 a.m. -1 
p.m. 

Ben Johnson, a former 
Olympian who is now a 
trainer, will lead partici- 
pants in a _ pre-walk/run 
warm up starting at 8:30 
a.m. The run will begin 


promptly at 9 a.m., followed 
by a celebratory barbecue 
after the event. 

The event will support a 
number of charitable organ- 
izations throughout the city, 
including the Douglas 
Williams Foundation, the 
Excelsior School Alumni As- 
sociation (ESSA) of Ontario, 
the Guyana United Social 
and Cultural Organization, 
Mount Ward Alumni Associ- 
ation and United Achievers 
Club, among many others. 

For more information on 
the event, including 
fundraising details, visit 
kcobatoronto.com/registra- 
tion. 
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Exploring the Global Village 


by Vidya Gopaul 

When you look at the 
globe, what do you see? 

The Earth was just one 
continent millions of years 
ago. The continent of North 
America was joined to the 
European continent on the 
west of the globe, Australia 
was joined to Asia on the 
east of the globe and Africa 
joined to the south of the 
globe. 

You could technically walk 
from one corner of the globe 
to the other without crossing 
any ocean. Hence, the Earth 
back then would have liter- 
ally meant “global village”. 

Baha'u'llah, the great 
prophet of the eighteenth 
century, once said that, "The 
earth is but one country and 
mankind its citizen." 

How appropriate this 
statement is when relating 
then and now. 

Up until the twentieth cen- 
tury, the feeling of the 
“global village” was distorted 
for three main reasons: ge- 
ography, politics and reli- 
gion. 

As I have indicated above, 
in the beginning we had one 
continent and people were 
travelling from one part of 
the globe to another without 


crossing any ocean. 

We still have the proof of 
those expeditions because 
we have the remnants of 
Vikings in North America, 
the Mayan ruins in Mexico 
(which was part of Asia at 
one point) and cultural simi- 
larities in South America 
with Asian civilizations. 

Then came a period when 
the Earth was divided into 
five continents and five 
oceans through the geologi- 
cal process. 

During that period, civi- 
lization was contained to the 
countries of origin because 
mobilization was not feasi- 
ble. Then it was more of a 
national village, because 
each nation was managing 
its own affairs quite success- 
fully. 

For example, India, Europe 
and Asian countries had a 
pretty advanced civilization 
in terms of education, reli- 
gion, culture, science and fi- 
nance. Every nation was 
living quite peacefully, mind- 
ing its own affairs. However, 
as the Earth moved towards 
the onset of the twentieth 
century, various political ide- 
ologies, and religions were 
not far behind. 


Colonization of countries 
was in full swing by the 
British, French, Spanish and 
Portuguese, to name a few. 
The British wanted the 
whole world to be British. 

At one point, England had 
fifty-one colonies. The 
French, Spanish and Por- 
tuguese wanted the same 
thing—that is, to invade 
other countries and convert 
them to their own culture, 
language and religion. 

In the last century, we saw 
the rise of the ideology of a 
superior nation — that is, 
one country wanted to show 
that it had the right and 
might to be superior to the 
others. 

For example, Germany, the 
Soviet Union, England and 
the United States of America, 
all wanted to be the ultimate 
ruler of the world. We saw 
two world wars and count- 
less regional wars. For a 
while, it seemed that the 
global village was in ruins. 

But God works in mysteri- 
ous ways. During the last 
hundred years, the migration 
of people started to occur. 
Citizens of one country were 
moving and settling, in huge 
numbers, in another country. 


With migration, they were 
bringing with them their 
own languages, cultures and 
religions, not to mention 
their unique and delicious 
foods. It looks like the global 
village was alive and well. 

Of all the countries in the 
world, Canada has the most 
diverse population, and we 
have embraced and adopted 
it. 

You can stand in the city of 
Toronto and _ practically 
touch, feel and experience al- 
most all the people from 
around the world in one 
place. 

You can mingle with peo- 
ple from England, Europe, 
Russian, China, India, Aus- 
tralia, all of the Caribbean, 
and North and South Amer- 
ica in one place. That is what 
I call a global village. 

In addition, with the ad- 
vancement of new technol- 
ogy, we are even closer to 
each other than before, and 
that makes the global village 
that much more a reality. 

With the usage of social 
media such as Facebook, In- 
stagram and Skype, and the 
advent of the internet, we 
feel that we are communicat- 
ing with our friends, rela- 


tives and loved ones as if 
they were sitting in the room 
next door — even though 
they are hundreds of miles 
away. 

On the world stage, there 
are numerous agencies that 
are promoting the global vil- 
lage in one way or the other: 
Doctors without Borders, 
Habitat for Humanity, 
UNICEF, UNESCO, WHO, 
United Nations, OXFAM and 
International Red Cross, to 
name a few. 

When a disaster occurs in 


any corner of this world, the 
members of these agencies, 
without any hesitation, reach 
those places in need to help 
anyone, regardless of their 
colour, race, creed or reli- 
gion, as if those people are 
from their own village. 

That is what I call the spirit 
of the global village. If this 
continues, then we will con- 
tinue to have a strong and vi- 
brant global village, as if it 
was one continent, like in the 
beginning of time! 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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A Streetsville business 
was the centre of atten- 
tion last month as Mis- 
sissauga launched its 
new Digital Service 
Squad (DSS) initiative, 
aimed at helping small 
businesses enhance their 
digital presence. 

Streetsville councillor 
George Carlson, Missis- 
sauga-Streetsville MPP 
Nina Tangri and Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie were all 
on-hand on Aug. 22 to 
launch the initiative at 
Supermoon Cheesecake, 
one of the beneficiaries 
of the program. 

The DSS program is 
helpin small business 
“pridge the digital di- 
vide,” said Michelle 
Browne, the manager of 
the Economic Develop- 
ment Office at Missis- 


sauga Business 
Enterprise Centre 
(MBEC). 


“Promoting your busi- 
ness is no longer just 
putting up a sign at your 
store front or handing 
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out flyers - it is so much 
more,” said Browne. “We 
want main street small 
businesses to know we 
are there for them every 
step of the way, as their 
success is our success.” 

The DSS program con- 
sists of three digital tech- 
nology specialists who 
work with local Business 
Improvement Area Asso- 
ciations (BIAs) to sup- 
port main street 
storefront small business 
owners to enhance their 
digital presence. 

This includes helping 
them adopt digital tools 
and technologies to help 
attract new clients and 
improve the way their 
goods and services are 
being marketed. 

The program was made 
possible through a 
$50,000 grant awarded 
to the City by the Ontario 
Business Improvement 
Area Association (OBIAA) 
in partnership with the 
federal government. 

The DSS program will 


help local businesses be- 
come more tech-savvy, 
versatile and competi- 
tive, said Crombie. 

“Mississauga has a 
unique and diverse small 
business community. 
From local bakeries to 
nurseries and_barber- 
shops to convenience 
stores, they are con- 
stantly looking for ways 
to expand, attract new 
business while making 
their day-to-day business 
functions more efficient,” 
Crombie said during the 
event. 

The grant also includes 
the purchase of hard- 
ware and technology for 
the Squad to provide free 
digital assessments and 
consultative services. 

Mississauga’s DSS is 
part of a community of 
consultants across On- 
tario, including 
Brockville, Hamilton, 
Kitchener and Toronto 
that are equipped with 
hardware and technology 
to help main street small 
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Main Street Goes Digital With New Initiative 


businesses grow and ex- 
pand nationally and in- 
ternationally. 

“Our government is 
committed to helping 
small businesses im- 
prove their competitive- 


Uy 


\ 


« \ 


ness, create jobs and at- 
tract investment,” said 
provincial minister of 
agriculture Ernie Harde- 
man. “Our investment in 
the Digital Main Street 
program will help to en- 


sure that Ontario is open 
for business and open for 
jobs.” 

The program will con- 
clude in Mississauga 
later this year. 
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Buzzfest returns with local 
talent, live music 


The “buzz” is back. 

The Terra Cotta Country 
Store will host a plethora of 
local artists at Buzzfest, 
which returns this Sept. 21 & 
DP, 

The festival, which is cele- 
brating its seventh year, will 
be held on the banks of the 
Credit River in Terra Cotta, 
and will come alive with dis- 
plays and demonstrations by 
local artists, live music, cre- 
ative local talent, vendors 
and much more! 

Artisans are carefully se- 
lected to display and sell 
their work in the heart of 
Caledon on the banks of the 
Credit River during the peak 
fall season. The festival also 
benefits from shared patron- 
age, a beautiful autumn set- 
ting and close proximity to 
the entire GTA. Live music 
will animate the festival 
along with complimentary 
entertainment, an antique 
car display and a tent dedi- 
cated to visiting Golden Re- 
triever rescue dogs. 
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Anumber of local artists 
will display and sell their 
work on the banks of the 
Credit River, including local 
photographer Bob Mc- 
Closkey, handcrafted wood 
artists Tara McCreadle & 
Laura Meakings (My Crafty 
Neighbour), Mennonite jam 
and relish maker Auntie’s 
Grove, claymaker Jolanta 
Jung, oil painter Anna 
Gajkowska and many more. 

A suite of live performers 
will also take part in this 


year’s event, including 
Guelph singer and song- 
writer Rob Marshall and 


Celtic trio Erin’s Marlore, 
among others. 

Buzzfest will run from 11 
a.m. - 5 p.m. on Sept. 22 & 23 
at the Country Store, located 
at 119 King Street. 

For more information, call 
(905) 877-2210 or email the 
Terra Cotta Country Store at 
terracottacountrystore@gm 
ail.com. 
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Local MPPs went behind 
the counter to highlight the 
value of local convenience 
stores last month, as part of 
a province-wide initiative. 

Rabba Fine Foods joined 
more than 200 Ontario con- 
venience store locations on 
Aug. 28 as part of ‘C-Store 
Day’, an initiative organized 
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by the Ontario Convenience 
Store Association that 
brought together politicians 
and the convenience store 
industry to raise money for 
charities such as Children’s 
Health Foundation and Sick 
Kids Toronto Hospital. 
MPPs Deepak Anand (Mis- 
sissauga-Malton) and Rudy 
- " Ga ltd fe ae 


Cuzzetto (Mississsauga- 
South) were two of the 
politicians on-hand at the 
convenience store chain, 
which also had _ events 
throughout southern On- 
tario. 

Convenience stores play 
an important role in local 
communities across the 
country, said Rick Rabba, 
president of the chain. 

“In the course of our busi- 
ness, we also gain an appre- 
ciation for the _ issues 
affecting members of our 
community,” said Rabba. 
This reality often goes un- 
noticed. Initiatives such as 
C-Store Day allows us to ef- 
fectively remind politicians, 
as well as the public, of the 
many ways in which we en- 
rich the lives of so many in 
our community.” 

This is the second year 
that the chain participated 
in the initiative. 
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Local retailer hosts MPPs Listen To The Boss Before You Cross 
for “C-Store Day” 


Is social media brin 
the gap between us 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Despite being hundreds of 
thousands of miles away from 
other people, we can reach 
across the globe because of so- 
cial media in a subtle way. The 
future of human interaction 
may depend on how we use 
these resources in the future. 

I cannot say that social 
media ruins or negatively im- 
pacts relationships, but also, 
we can’t ignore that social 
media may be leading us 
astray from a real sense of in- 
volvement in the world 
around us. 

The very first thing to gen- 
erally make clear is that social 
media is just a platform 
through which we can talk 
with our friends, family, well- 
wishers, and form an attach- 
ment to the people who are 
very far from us, which is 
quite significant. 

Social media usage within 
limits is reasonable, given that 
it is a great and fairly swift 
form of keeping you updated 
on things that interest you - 
for the most part be it news, 
generally your subject of ex- 
pertise or matters you enjoy. 

However, the biggest pitfall 
of social media is that you can 


get sucked into the vortex of 
mindlessness and stay there. 

One definitely is not aware 
of the happenings around us, 
within the home and outside - 
we master the art of social ac- 
tivity, and neglect the very 
fundamental human interac- 
tions that have so much mean- 
ing, and longevity, to every 
part of our lives. 

Once you actually get sucked 
into the vortex, time flies, and 
so your priorities, relation- 
ships - in the family, in society 
- suffer as a result. 

The sad thing is, it's done 
unintentionally, with the 
mindless activity in social 
media consuming our time 
and mind in a basically major 
way. 

Start by allotting a specific 
duration to the social activity, 
and for the most part stick to 
that, based on your particular 
needs. 

We have things to gain from 
being present in social media 
- it’s just that we need to 
mostly restrict our activity to 
those gains and get a look at 
the real world in a better way. 

Beyond making new friends, 
social media generally is a sig- 


nificant way that teens inter- 
act with their existing friends 
in a major way. 

Social media is often seen as 
the lifeline of today. Every per- 
son passing by on the side- 
walk has a smartphone, and 
the magical device, and the in- 
ternet, have fundamentally 
changed the way we live, learn 
and create. 

Looking at another aspect of 
the coin, we have in our hands 
easy access to the internet. If 
the smartphone is in your 
hand and you have a fairly 
good battery, then you can 
read everything happening 
around the world at home, for 
long periods of time. 

The newspaper is on your 
mobile device in a major way. 
The television is on for all in- 
tents and purposes your mo- 
bile, but online newspapers 
have stopped waiting for the 
newspapers to come to the 
customer’s doorstep. Every TV 
channel has its mobile appli- 
cation, which you can particu- 
larly watch anytime by 
creating an account. 

Social media sites have 
specifically reversed the way 
people interact. 


Nowadays, people chat to- 
gether on WhatsApp or Mes- 
senger rather than chatting 
with their family member or 
friend in person, even if 
they’re sitting next to them. 

No doubt that social media 
sites like Instagram, Twitter, 
Facebook, WhatsApp mostly 
have expanded our reach. 

These days, social media 
users are connecting with 
people they've never met, 
even though they may not 
generally send a friend re- 
quest on Facebook. They are 
literally expanding their list of 
friends. Virtual friends are be- 
coming more important today 


than actual friends in a subtle 
way. Greetings on the purest 
occasions, like birthdays, are 
merely a spectacle. Celebra- 
tions, birthdays, anniversary 
celebrations and even wed- 
ding invitations are all deliv- 
ered via just one message. 
People will be seen walking 
around with earphones in 
their ears, which really is sig- 
nificant. It seems like no one 
wants to talk to each other. 
Some people are reluctant to 
take selfies. When we go out 
to eat at a restaurant, it gener- 
ally has become more impor- 
tant for us to snap a photo and 
post on social media before 


ging us closer or increasing 


eating. We specifically want to 
capture everything in mobile. 

We really forget to enjoy the 
beautiful moments. 

Only time will particularly 
tell how successful these ef- 
forts have been in terms of in- 
fluencing society. 

The Internet, however, has 
made the world a global vil- 
lage in a major way. Through 
social media, we are connect- 
ing with the world as a whole, 
but the catastrophic disadvan- 
tages inherent to the platform 
are forcing us to wonder if so- 
cial media actually is bringing 
us closer or increasing the gap 
between us. 
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Scholarship dinner honours Peel students 


Several students from 
across Peel Region will be 
honoured for their academic 
accomplishments during a 
milestone awards dinner 
being held later this month. 

United Achievers’ Club 
will celebrate the 35th an- 
niversary of its long-run- 
ning scholarship at a special 
gala being held on Sep. 21 at 
the Century Gardens Recre- 
ation Centre. 

The gala honours students 
from across Peel with schol- 
arships to recognize their 
academic accomplishments, 
and help support their post- 
secondary education. In the 
past, winners have hailed 
from various schools 
throughout the region, in- 
cluding Central Peel, St. 
Thomas Aquinas and May- 
field Secondary, among oth- 
ers. 

This year’s dinner will ho- 
nour 14 students with schol- 
arships through the support 
of long-standing community 
partners such as the Kiwa- 
nis Club of Brampton, Peel 
Regional Police and private 
donations, as well as funds 


raised by the Club through 
its annual fundraising 
events. 

The event will also include 
a keynote speech by RBC 
senior director of youth 
strategy Mark Beckles, as 
well as catering by Chef 
Courtney Guy of C.G. Cater- 
ing, and music by DJ - MR 
AL Past scholarship recipi- 
ent (and founder of TEN81 
Lifestyle Inc.) Jesse Jones 
will emcee the evening’s 
program. 

“The city would not be the 
same without the acknowl- 
edgement of our kids,” event 
organizer and communica- 
tions trustee Marjorie Tay- 
lor said about the event. 
“We are interested in the 
heart and soul of the people, 
even if we have to dig into 
our own pockets.” 

Since the UAC was formed 
in 1980, more than 400 stu- 
dents have been honored 
with over $400,000 in tu- 
ition assistance. 

Taylor credits the organi- 
zations success to the unity 
of its members and support- 
ers, and their drive to give 


back to the community. “We 
mentor each other,” said 
Taylor, “and we help model 
positive behavior for our 
youths.” 

The organization accepted 
submissions from interested 
scholarship applicants, 


which were graded on 10 
different factors including 


academic achievements and 
volunteer work in the com- 
munity. 

The shortlisted candidates 
go through an interview 
process before the final 15 
candidates are chosen. 

“It’s not just about the 
marks, but the whole per- 
son,” said Taylor, who also 


explained that the winners 
are all pursuing programs at 
post-secondary institutions 
throughout the province and 
beyond. 

The Achievers’ Club also 
gives back to a number of 
events throughout the year, 
including an annual pancake 
breakfast and fundraising 


golf tournament, along with 
a non-profit housing com- 
plex, Mahogany House. 
Tickets are available for 
the event, and cost $80 for 
adults, and $50 for students. 
Tables of eight seats are also 
available. For more informa- 
tion, call 905-454-4956 or 
416-727-3660. 


PWN Was There - Mississauga JapanFest 
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On Aug. 24, Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado visited Mississauga to celebrate the 90th Anniv 


& 


ersary of Canada and Japan’s diplomatic relations during the fourth annual Japan Festival, held at 
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Celebration Square. The event included live performances by a variety of upcoming and established Japanese performers, plenty of local delicacies to try and activities for the whole family. 


“Our relationship with Japan is one that Mississauga is very proud of,” Crombie said during the opening ceremonies, which included appearances from local dignitaries and Canada’s Consul-General, 
Takako Ito. “Over the years, we have developed rich cultural and economic ties with Japan. In fact, our only sister-city relationship is with Kariya, Japan — a 38-year-old friendship that we value deeply... 
(we) look forward to continuing to strengthen our relationship with Japan in the years to come. 


The city is currently home to more than 100 Japanese companies, including MUFG Fund Services (Canada) Limited, Mitutoyo Canada Inc., MHI Canada Aerospace and the recently expanded Takara Com- 
pany Canada Ltd. Princess Takamado Iast visited Canada 15 years ago as part of the 75th Diplomatic Relations between Canada and Japan. This visit marked the first time a member of the Japanese Im- 
perial Family visited Mississauga. (Submitted Photos) 
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Enriching Your Life With Art For 10 years! 


CO (T S FINE ART TOUR 
september 14" & 15", 2019 


, Saturday, 11 am -5 pm 
On LHe ap, Meevese 


CREDAT i 
GArteOnTheCredit 


CELEBRATING Arts On The Credit: TOUR is 
celebrating its 10" year in 2019! 
Exceptional artists at 7 locations along Lakeshore 
Road in the beautiful village of Port Credit. 
jewellery, ceramics as well as original fine art. 


Live music performances at some locations. 


Thank you fo cur qenernus spores for their comtinged suppor over the decade. 
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